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frightful Dragons standing Sentinels at their Gates, but whether they are
placed there to keep in the Gods, or to keep out Devils, I know not.

There arc reckoned no less than fifty thousand Clergymen or Tallapoys
belonging to the Temples in and about the City of Siam; but they are easy
to the State, having no stated Benefices or other Revenues, and yet they
are plentifully supplied with all the Necessaries of Life by the Ghaiity
and Benevolence of the Laity.

There is one Temple about three Miles below the City, on the opposite
Side of the River, called the Fishes Temple, because annually in the Month
of September., when the Floods overflow the low Ground, (as in Egypt)
there are good Numbers of Fishes almost like small Salmon, that frequent
a Pond close to that Temple, and are to be found in no other Place in the
Siam Dominions, and they are so tame, that they will come close to our
Boats, and frisk and play on the Surface of the Water, if any Body has a
Mind to feed them, with Bread, Cocoa-nut Meat, or other Food that does
not easily separate. 'Tis only to hold some near the Surface of the Water,
and they will take it familiarly from the Hand. I have often taken Pleasure
to feed them, and see them play, but assoon as we leave off feeding them,
they will withdraw, so that hardly one is to be seen till a new Supply
of Victuals is offered to them.

But none dares offer to take one of them, for fear of raising a zealous
sanctified Mob, who punish small Faults with the greatest Severities, and
those Fishes being consecrated to the God of that Temple, are securely
protected by the Consecration. They continue about the Temple till the
Middle of December, that the Floods begin to draw off the Ground, and then
they depart, and are seen no where in any River or Pond belonging to
Siam, till September brings them back to their Temple.

Whatever Animal comes within the Verge of a Temple, it is secured
from Pursuit or Violence. I knew a Portuguese Inhabitant of Siam, who
shot a Crow as it sat on the Branch of a Tree that grew near a Temple,
on which the Priests raised a Mob, who broke both the poor Man's Legs
and Arms, and left him in the Field for dead, but some Christians coming
accidentally by, carried him in a Boat, in that deplorable State, to a
French Surgeon, who set his Bones, and cured him. I saw him alive and
well in Anno 1720.

The French have a Bishop at Siam, with a Church and a Seminary for
the Education of Converts. They stand a little above the City, on the
opposite Side of the River. They make but few Converts, except when
Corn is dear, and then some of the poorer Sort receive Baptism, which
intitles them to a Maintenance from the Church, but, when Plenty